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ABSTRACT

In this paper we reported an observation on 38
leeches (¢ Hirudo nipponica Whitman) fed .artifi-
cially in blood containing HBsAg, The positive rate
and geometric mean titer(GMT)of HBsAg of leeches
were observed for 19 weeks,The humores of the leeches
were tested for 13 times by using RPHA, The aver-
age positive rate is 64.77%, GMT varies between
1:28,21 and 1:64, It is shown that HBV may
lives at least for 19 weeks in leeches’ bodY in Hubei
Province, The GMT is higher in the initial seven
weeks, gradnally decreased till to the lowest and
then gradnally increased at last, It is postulated
that HBV could be replicated in the leeches, Hepa-
titis B may be spread by leeches when sucking, We

suggest that it is necessary to avoid - bite by the
leeches when peéople are working at wet field,
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