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[Abstract] Objective To investigate the prevalence and subtypes of influenza viruses in Liaoning
regions from November 1999 to March 2005. Methods Influenza virus was isolated by embryonated eggs
together with cell culture and subtypes, identified by HI test. Resultss During the study in 1999 — 2005, a
total number of 2713 swab specimens were collected in different cities in Liaoning regions in which 188
strains were identified for influenza viruses with an average rate as 7.0% . A total number of 1466 swab
specimens were collected by both Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Dalian city and Liaoning
province, and 167 strains were identified positive with an average rate of 11.4% . Influenza A3, Al and B/
Yamagata all appeared before March 2002 which were predominant strains. However, since then Influenza
Al has never appeared again in Liaoning regions and B showed some changes, from Yamagata to Victoria,
the characteristics on the prevalence of influenza appeared only in the period of November to February.
Conclusion It was meaningful to analyze the surveillance data of influenza in different years in Liaoning
regions in order to better understand the characteristics of influenza and the shifting of subtype.
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