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Schistosomiasis must be eradicated: a review of fighting schitosomiasis in Qingpu, Shanghai Yu
Shunzhang
Institute of Preventive Medicine, Fudan University, Shanghai 200032, China

[Abstract] Qingpu, in western suburban of Shanghai, was one of serious schistosomiasis
endemic counties in China. In 1958, in response to Chairman Mao’ s call “Schistosomiasis must be
eradicated”, Shanghai First Medical College organized a research group to carry out schitosomiasis
control in Qingpu. The prevalence of schistosomiasis was about 39% in 390 000 people and 8.4% in
cattle. Oncomelania was distributed in an area of 70 million meter’. The fighting project could be
divided into two steps, the first one was from 1958 to 1974, during this period, the epidemic survey
and patient treatment were conducted, and oncomelania control was carried out by using different kind
of molluscides. In 1975, up to 92% of patients were cured, and 98% of oncomelania were killed. The
second step was from 1975 to 1985, the main tasks were the consolidation of control achievement and
surveillance. During this period oral medicines were used instead of venous injections. After the
improvement of oncomelania detection method, the oncomelania clustering were found under rock
duck and brick shore. In 1985, it was confirmed that schistosomiasis had been eradicated in Qingpu
and other suburb areas of Shanghai.
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