-1136-

B TR 2 2017 4F- 8 A 25 38 4555 81 Chin J Epidemiol,, August 2017, Vol.38,No.8

& 1. ==

- DA TIN E

RICHH 7= AL A T I A S P« B 2 IS 1)
WA TR 7SR 28 A2 IR G

B EETE

999072 P EA#H P XK FALLAERLEEF FRAATHE R
WBAEAE# . B4 %, Email :jltang@cuhk.edu.hk
DOI:10.3760/cma.j.issn.0254-6450.2017.08.028

(FWZE] 19, P EITERN FIRIAT , SFEOCEO™ P01, AMITHRTFIR . 18464, il
N R BE AR 0 R R AR JE A IR AT , 285 LB M A SR SR 3 e, O AT RE R R AR A T
PR B 257 P B AR R T SR AR A T S R R M T R
T ARPERE P HHFET- 3 10.65%F% 2 1.98% . FEA IR AL A T AR SR ZUEL 7R 1 D5 40 77 58 ) T
PEo 1854 AR Ay - Jrif A8 Zoae L2 A SRR el £, 2 S o EL ST 08 2 S0 e VBB F 5 114 T 22
iR, TP IR TR A A IR PR A C R AR B SET, BUR T R . FE A IR R R
P PR AY . (B, MBS T Y Y BRGSO B ERRHESY , R
KM, 47 8 KAl AR R SR A L TH 2 55 , b B B g o i R A IR, 5%
BBV, B AT R AR A . AR SCAR PR S R B A T2 SE 0K

(KSIA] 70 T3 JEARYE; TRATHGF

Study on the 19" century puerperal fever epidemic: Semmelweis — an often neglected pioneer
epidemiologist Feng (Qi, Tang Jinling
Division of Epidemiology, JC School of Public Health and Primary Care, the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Hong Kong SAR 999072, China
Corresponding author: Tang Jinling, Email: jltang@cuhk.edu.hk

[Abstract] Puerperal fever was a major cause of maternal death in Europe in the 19" century.
Many efforts were made to investigate the cause of the epidemic but failed. In 1846, Semmelweis, a
young obstetrician in Vienna General Hospital, started his historical investigation. His breakthrough
was largely due to his doctor friend’ s accidental injury during autopsy and his consequential death.
Semmelweis found the pathological findings in his friend’ s post mortem examination were very
similar to puerperal fever. He postulated his friend’ s death might be caused by “cadaverous particles”
from cadavers and further inferred that puerperal fever might also be caused by the cadaverous
particles that doctors brought to the delivering women after autopsy classes. He advocated
hand-washing with chlorinated lime solution to wash off those particles, which rapidly reduced the
maternal mortality in his department by 80% (from 10.65% to 1.98%). However, what his unprecedented
work brought him was only denial, mockery and career setback rather than support, honor and
compliments. Under substantial psychological pressure, he had a mental breakdown and died in a
psychiatry asylum at the age of 47. He was a pioneer in epidemiological investigations before John
Snow and in aseptic techniques before Joseph Lister, but his work is still often neglected.
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