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[Abstract] When wars, major disasters, or epidemics of the infectious diseases occur, existing
medical facilities are usually unable to implement timely and effective treatment for patients, or the
reception capacity is difficult to meet the surge in demand for health care. The makeshift emergency
hospitals are built for patient reception, treatment and even isolation for infectious disease control. The
makeshift hospitals have developed and improved in modern times, including mobile field hospitals,
field tent hospitals and navy hospital ships equipped with advanced equipment and commonly used for
military purposes, or temporary hospitals built in large public buildings and newly built hospitals in
support of disaster relief and humanitarian operation. Makeshift hospitals have played an important
role in response to many disasters and epidemics globally. This paper briefly summarizes the history,
types, and applications of makeshift hospitals in disasters and epidemic responses.
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