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[ Abstract] A crucial lesson gained through the pandemic preparedness and response to
COVID-19 is that all measures for epidemic control must be law-based. The legal system is related
not only to public health emergency management per se but also to all aspects of the institutional
supporting system throughout the lifecycle. Based on the lifecycle emergency management model,
this article analyses the problems of the current legal system and the potential solutions. It is
suggested that the lifecycle emergency management model shall be followed to establish a more
comprehensive public health legal system and to gather the intelligence and consensus of experts
with different expertise, including epidemiologists, sociologists, economists, jurist and others, which
will collaboratively promote the science-based legislation in the field of epidemic preparedness and
response for the establishment of a comprehensive legal system for public health emergency
management and with Chinese characteristics.
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