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[ Abstract] Objective To analyze the characteristics of highly-cited papers in Chinese
Journal of Epidemiology from 2020 to 2023, and provide a basis for subsequent paper solicitation
and identify research hotspots. Methods On December 9, 2023, the citation frequency of each
paper in Chinese Journal of Epidemiology from 2020 to 2023 was obtained from China National
Knowledge Infrastructure. The total citation frequency of each paper was sorted using Excel 2016
software, and papers with citation frequency =30 were extracted for analysis. The keywords of the
papers and Contents in Brief were analyzed. Results A total of 1 317 papers were included in the
analysis, of which 389, 342, 308 and 278 papers were included from 2020 to 2023. The total citation
frequency was 11 873, and all papers were cited with an average citation frequency of 9. The
keywords with high citation frequency in the papers included 2019-nCoV, hypertension, colorectal
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tumor, hand-foot-mouth disease, hepatitis B. and the average frequency of citation were 162, 77, 62,
51 and 47, respectively. There were 15 highly cited Contents in Brief in total, 11 of which are vital
Contents in Brief or unique Contents in Brief, including Response to COVID-19 Epidemic, China
Kadoorie Biobank, Epidemiological Research on Infectious Diseases, Healthy Ageing, Colorectal
Cancer Prevention and Control, Prevention and Control of Hepatitis B, Quality Assessment of Cancer
Screening Guidelines and Consensus, The 40" Anniversary of Chinese Journal of Epidemiology, Expert
Forum, Review, Standard-Protocol-Guide. The total citation frequency was 3 951, accounting for
72.6% (3 951/5 438) of highly cited papers. Conclusions
papers of this journal mainly focused on the research field of emerging infectious diseases and
chronic diseases. The response to the 2019-nCoV epidemic highlights the academic leading role. The
effect of selecting and planning a topic, commissioning authors to write on given topics and making
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