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ABSTRACT

A periodic follow-up study of 24 asymptomatic
HBsAg carrier mothers and their infants aged up to
12 months was carried out for one year, HBsAg po-
sitive results were found in 11 ( 46%)infants, Using-
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RPHA, HBsAg was detected in 15,8% of the reast
milk samples, terted 22.,0% of saliva samples from
mothers and 3,6% of cord blood samples from ne-
whorns,Babies whose mothers showed HBsAg-positive
in their secretions (breast milk or saliva) with
a titer of>1:128 in the blood had higher of being
infected, No close relationship was found between
infants’infection and their fathers’ HBsAg-positivity,
It suggested that the infants were infected by their
mothers, The result showed that mothers who were
asymptomatic HBsAg carriers were Prone to be im-
Portant sources of infection of hepatitis B, It im-
Plied that the main mode of mother-to-infant tran-

smission may occur during delivery and their close
contact after birth,
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