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ABSTRACT

To determine the prevalence of HBsAg among
residents in areas with high or low incidence of
primary hepatocarcinoma, samples of serum were
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collected from 8,799 and 26,242 persons respectively,
The HBsAg prevalence was found to be much higher
in all age groups, especially in the group of 0~9

 “years of age in the area with high incidence of pre

imary thepatocarcinoma ( Longan County ) than in
that area with low incidence,The highest prevalence
occured in one-year-old children in Longan Coun-
ty and in the group of 5 year olds in an area with
low incidence,The present study showed that child-
ren in Longan were at high risk from a very early
age, T he prospective study data among 1,042 carri-

.iers and non-carriers in the period of 2~4 years

indicated that the HBsAg acquisition rate was sig=
nificantly higher and the rate of HBsAg-becoming~
negative was much lower in young age groups (be-=
low 10 years ), especially males, than in older age
groups., This suggested that a high incidence of pri-
mary hepatocarcinoma may be largely related to the
early acquisition of HBV infection, Statistical an=-
alysis showed that the incidence of primary hepat=
ocarcinoma in HBsAg carriers was much higher
than in matched and unmatched controls, It was
found that the relative risk for primary hepatocar-
cinoma in FHBsAg carriers was 4,29 and 6,7 times
higher than that in non-carriers, HBV infection was
considered as a major etiological factor in the dev=
elopment of primary hepatocarcinoma, It was also
found that corn contaminated with aflatoxin and
contaminated water were not main factors for the
development of primary hepatocarocinoma,
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