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ABSTRACT

This is a HBV prevalence survey in employees
who worked in nonhospital blood bank (New York
Blood Center).The 864 employees who participated
in this survey accounted for 60,8% of the total
work force,We excluded those who had received
hepatitis B vaccine or who were homosexual from
the analysis,therefore the final number in this ana-=
lysis is 782 employees, The overall prevalence of
HBV markers was 15.5%. The prevalence in non-
whites was significantly higher than it was 1in
whites(each was 28.6% and 8,4% respectively, P<
0.001).The prevalence of those born in the U,5,A.
or Canada was siznificantly lower than those

born outside of U,S.A,and Canada ( their respec-
tive prevalence rates were 10,2% and 28,8%, P<L
0.01) .The prevalence rates in different sections
varied from 6,1~29,2%, ( P<0,01) ,Staff working
: maintenance had the highest frequency,The pre-
valence increased with age and years exposure to
blood specimens,But this was not the case in those
who did not have any chance to get access 1o blo-
od specimens,The positivity rate of HBsAg was
15—359% in the specimens gathered from the envi-
conment of laboratories, so the degree of contami-
nation was the highest of all (mean RU 40);

but all were negative in the office,The employees
who worked in nonhospital blood bank were a “risk
group”for hepatitis B and should receive hepati-

tisB vaccine,
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