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ABSTRACT

Saliva samples from 71 patients with hepatitis
B,33 HBsAg carriers, 4 HBsAg- negative hepatitis
patients and 21 healthy people were tested for
HBsAg, anti-~HBs and anti-HBc,The results sho-
wed the positive rates in type B hepatitis patients
and HBsAg carriers, With HBsAg, were 49.30% and
39.39 %, asdti—HBs 7.04% and 6.06%, anti-HBc
38.03% and 27,27% respectively, Four HBsAg- posi-
tive saliva samples Were examined by means of im-
mune electron microscopy, among which two were
found to have 20 nm-diameter HBsAg aggregated
particles,To study the epidemiologic importance of
saliva as a possible vehicle of transmitting type B
hepatitis, we also' carried out a follow=up study
to compare the infeéction rates among HBsAg positive
saliva group, HBsAg negative saliva group and
healthy control group. After one year of exposure,
the result showed that saliva did not play an impor-
tant role in the transmission of type B hepatitis,
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