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ABSTRACT

This paper reports the results of a seroepidemi-
ological studY of viral hepatitis tYpes A and B
among 613 hospital personnel who worked in a
large armY general hospital in Beijing and the results
were compared with those of 292 peasants, 17 and
more Years of age who lived at the Qiao Huying
Production Brigade in Beijing suburb as a control
group in 1982, The prevalence rate of HAV infec-
tion (87,93% ) among the hospital personnel was
significantly lower than that (99.66% ) of the co-
atrol, On the contrary, the prevalence rate of HBV
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infection (63.62% ) among the former was signifi-
cantl}' higher than that (49,32% ) among the lat-

. The HBV infection rate was highest among the
m}rkers in the department of gastroentiology(80,39%)
and lowest in the paramedical workers aged 17-19
years (44, 23%) The frequency of HBV infection

- increased in’ those who had frequently contact with

potentiallyY infectious blood or HBsAg positive pa-
tients and who had previous historY of hepatitis,
It also increased with the duration of working in
their present occupation and with their age,It was,
however, not related to their family contact with
patients of liver diseases etc, These results support
the hypothesis that the occupational hazard of the
health workers does not come from HAYV infection
but from HBV infection.
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