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In studying 51 clinical spPecimens for ana-
erobes, we compPared the results of ‘using the
usual methods of bacterial isolation with those by
applying directly the technique of ion-chromato-
graphy (IC) on the specimens, It was found th-
at the correlation between the Presence of isobu-
tyl acid, butyric acid, isovaleric acid, valeric

- acid and positive culture of anaerobes was 93.5%,
the correlation between the presence of isobuty
lacid, isovaleric acid and that of Bacterial iso-
lation was 94% 3 the correlation between the pres-
ence of isobutyl acid, butyric acid or valeric
acid and the recovery of Fusobacterium and Clos-
tridium was 92-93%. It is our opinion that IC
technique applied directly to the specimens is of
value in revealing the presence of anaerobic in-
fectionsy and it could be wused in assisting the
laboratory diagnosis clinically.
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