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Investigation of Lyme Disease in North-
east of China Zhang Zhefu, et al _, Ins—
titute of Epidemiology and Microbio-

logy, Chinese Academy of Prevemwe
Medicine

In 1987~ 1988, we conducted investigation -
of Lyme disease in Northeast of China The di-

sease was widespread in the forest areas of Hei-
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- lonjiang and Jilin provinces where Ixodes per-
sulcatus population ”thrives,The disease occured
at Daqing tree farm where 628 people were in-
quired and examined among them, 37 cases inc-
luding 23 cases of ECM, 6 cases of neurological
abnormalities, 7 cases of arthritis and ! case of
acrodermatitis chronica atrophicans were confir-
med being Lyme disease,. The sera of patients
suspected with the disease and that of the resi-
dents at Xiaobai tree farm were tested for anti-
bodies against Borrelia - burgdorferi (B31) by
ELISA. Seventeen out of 22 patients were
positive and 54 out of 240 residents had signi-
ficant IgG titers,Samples of tick midgut were
inoculated into BSK medium and cultivated.
Three isolates of spirochetes were cultivated
from Ixodes persulcatus, One of them ( M7)
was confirmed being Borrelia burgdorferi, Re-
cently another isolate was culfivated from a
patient with ECM, |

Key words Lyme disease Erythema
chronicum migrans Borrelia burgdorferi
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