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The Confounding Factor and Interaction in
Studies of Pathogenesis ——An Analysis of
the Secondary Infection of Viral Hepatitis
with Corticoid Therapy Leng T aijun, et
al., Department of Epidemiology T he
Third Military Medical College,Chong-
ging 630038

A total of 762 cases of viral hepatitis

admitted to the two teaching hospitals of the
Third Military Medical College were used for
study. They were divided into two groups
depending upon whether corticoid treatment
was given.As the result of cRR=6.06, X2=
174,16, P<0.01, it is obvious . that the corti-
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coid therapy is a risk factor for the secon -
dary infection in patients suffered f rom wviral
hepatitis. '

For getting rid of the interference of
confounding factor and interaction a strati-
fied analysis was performed. These patients
were again devided into severe type and mode-
rate type according to the severity of . the
disease.

The results of stratified analysis were

aRR(F ) =3.05 and aRR(F) = 1.48, cRR>
aRR. These findings demonstrated that the
degree of severity of patients played a pri-
mary role in the secondary infection of
hepatitis and showed that the confounding
factor was present. On the other hand, the
result of aRR (F )2¢aRR (F ) indicated that
the interaction also existed simultameously.
This study suggests that special attention
should be paid to maintain and increase the

level of immunolngicﬁl' defence function in
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pateints with hepatitis. And, it is mnecessary
to restrict the indiscriminate usage of corti-
coids, particularly in severe patients ,» for
preventing mnosocomial infection.
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