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Study on the mortality of injury in Chinese population in urban and rural areas from 1990 to 1997 CAO
WeihuafE~WU Tao£~AN Taof-et al. Department of EpidemiologyE~School of Public Health£-Beijing
UniversityE~Beijing 100083£€hina

i%Abstracti¢ Objective To describe the characteristics and trend of injuries among urban and rural
Chinese population. Methods Data from annual Chinese national health statistics£ 1990 — 1997 £Owere
analyzed. Results The overall mortality of injury in China increased from 36.& 10° to 76. 7 10° from
1990 to 1997. Injury was the forth leading causes of death in urban areas and the fifth in rural areas. The
death rate of injury declined in the urban while increasing in the rural areas. The rural death rate of injury
was about two times of that in urban and the difference was increasing over time. The death rate of men
was higher than that of women and the ratio was 1.3 —1.9. Children below 4 years old and people above
60 years old showed the highest rates. The first three leading causes of death of injuries in urban areas were
traffic accidentEsuicide and fallE-while in rural areas were suicideE-traffic accident and drowning. The death
rate caused by suicide was 6. £10° —27. £10° and the rate in rural areas was 2.7 to 4.0 times of that in
urban areas. The mortality of suicide declined in urban while increased in rural areas. The mortality of
traffic accidents had a tendency of increase in both urban and rural areas. Conclusion Injury has been one
of the leading cause of death but without effectively control programs for population in Urban and Rural
areas in ChinaE—special in rural areas.
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1993  45.7 39.7 31.5 24.2 38.8 32.2 83.3 79.3 59.3 54.5 71.6 67.1 2.0 2.3 2.1
1994 47.8 41.1 30.8 23.1 39.5 32.4 89.8 84.1 63.1 57.1 76.7 70.7 2.0 2.5 2.2
1995 49.1 41.7 31.6 23.5 40.6 32.8 84.5 78.6 60.4 53.4 72.7 66.3 1.9 2.3 2.0
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1994 6.7 5.7 11.3 9.8 27.1 25.4 14.2 13.7 4.5 1.4
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