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Epidemiological study on severe acute respiratory syndrome in Guangdong province PENG Guo-wen™ HE
Jian-feng LIN Jin-yan ZHOU Duan-hua YU De-wen LIANG Wen-jia LI Ling-hui GUO Ru-ning LUO Hui-
ming XU Rui-heng . “Centers forDisease Control and Preveniion of Guangdong Province Guangzhou 510300 China
Abstract Objectives  To understand the epidemiological characteristics of severe acute respiratory
syndrome SARS outbreaks in some areas of Guangdong province and to provide scientific basis for prevention and
control measures against it. Methods  Standardized questionnaire was used on individual cases. Data on the
epidemiological characteristics as time place persons and aggregation status of SARS cases development of the
epidemics were analyzed with software EPI 6.0. Results The incidence of SARS in Guangdong province was
1.72/100 000 with case fatality rate as 3.64% . Most cases of SARS occurred between the last ten days of January
and the first ten days of February with the peak 61.88% of the patients occurred in the first ten days of
February. As to the distribution of place Pearl river delta region-economically developed with great number of
mobile population-was heavily affected areas account for 96.66% of the total patients . The majority of patients
were young adults and medical staff seemed to be the most affected subgroup account for 24.9% of the patients in
total . Family and hospital aggregation of patients comprised the another two important characteristics of SARS
account for 37.1% of the total patients . Conclusion Current knowledge on SARS suggested that it was an air-
borne infectious disease with human beings served as the source of infection. The incubation period of the disease
was from 1 to 12 days with a median of 4 days. Respiratory secretions and close contact contributed to person-to-
person transmission. Most cases were distributed in Pearl river delta region an area famous for its economic
development and heavy flow of mobile population.
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