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Serological investigation on close contacts to patients with severe acute respiratory syndrome in an SARS
outbreak XIE Shu-yun* ZENG Guang CHEN Jiang-ting LIU Yu-zuan LI Shu-fen YIN Wei-
dong. “Chinese Field Epidemiology Training Program — Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention Beijing 100050 China

Abstract  Objective To study the evidence of severe acute respiratory syndrome SARS infection
among close contacts to SARS patients and the level of sera IgG antibody in SARS cases. Methods
Specific IgG antibody against SARS-CoV in serum samples from contacts to patients five months before an
SARS outbreak in Beijing. Neutralized test ELISA and immunity adherence test were studied. Samples
were collected after clinical onset of patients or close contacts to patients for 22-24 weeks. 19 close contacts
and 13 cases were included in the study. Results In close contacts all tests were negative on three
methods. All SARS cases were positive except one by immunity adherence test. The neutralized antibody
levels were from 1:16 to 1:203 with medium level of 1:43. Conclusion According to our survey there
was no latent infection among close contacts. IgG antibody in sera continued to be at higher levels among
SARS cases 22-24 weeks after onset.
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