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Investigation on the patterns and knowledge regarding domestic violence among married women in rural
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[Abstract] Objective To understand the knowledge and prevalence of domestic violence (DV)
among married women in rural China. Methods Proportional to Population Size(PPS) sampling method
was conducted to select 3998 women aged 18 years old and above from Jilin, Anhui and Chonggqing. All the
women were interviewed using a standardized questionnaire during Nov. 2004-Jan. 2005. Results The
prevalence of spousal violence against women was 64.8% in a lifetime and 42.6% in the past 12 months
before the survey. Psychological violence was the most common type, followed by physical violence and
sexual abuse. The prevalence rates for psychological, physical and sexual violence in a life time were
58.1%,29.7% ,16.7% ,while 37.2% ,14.0% ,7.7% in the past 12 months before the survey . All the
total DV, psychological violence and sexual violence were more commonly seen in Jilin province, while
physical violence was more prevalent in Chongqing city. The prevalence rate of violence was different among
people with different social-demographic characteristics. Sexual abuse became more common with the
improvement of education. In total, about 1/3 women suffered two or three categories of violence at the
same time. Most sexually abused women suffered one kind of violence, while half of the physically and
psychologically abused women suffering two and more kinds of violent behaviors at the same time. Married
women had relatively little knowledge on domestic violence and 75.2% of the women did not even know
what domestic violence was referring to and some women suffered from DV themselves but knowing nothing
about its implication. In general, physical violence was better understood among interviewed women while
the knowledge about psychological violence was relatively poor. Conclusion  Domestic violence,
psychological violence in particular, was very common in rural China, while the knowledge of DV among
married women was poor, effective actions should be taken to stop DV at no time.
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