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[Abstract] Objective To understand the health status and potential impact resulted in the second
stage of Three Gorges Reservoir Areas sluicing. Methods Data were collected on deaths, prevalence
rates of infectious and endemic diseases, as well as on vector surveillance through the project entitled
‘Three Gorges Population Health Survey System’. Results The main causes of death in the population
living in the Three Gorges Reservoir Areas would include: circulatory system diseases, tumors,
respiratory system diseases, injuries/poison and digestive system diseases. The number of deaths caused
by the above said five kind of diseases accounted for 90.94% of the total number of deaths. The prevalence
rates on Water-born diseases related to the sluicing of reservoir and zoonosis-borne diseases related to the
changes of vectors were still low. The indoor and outdoor densities of rodents were 3.11% and 3.16% ,
both were higher than that in 2006 but lower than the average numbers in the five years prior to the
sluicing. The constituent ratio of Apodemus agrarius had constantly risen since 2006. The density of
mosquitoes found in livestock barns and human households was higher than that in 2006 but lower than the
average number of the five-year studies prior to the sluicing. Conclusion Environment change after the
sluicing of the Three Gorges Reservoir Areas did not seem to have obvious impact on the health status of
the people living in the areas. However, to strengthen the surveillance on the biological features of the
vectors which might have related to the transmission of diseases would be highly recommended.
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