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[Abstract] Objective To explore the factors associated with illicit drug use (IDU) intention
in secondary vocational school students based on theory of triadic influence (TTI), and provide
theoretical foundation for IDU prevention education. Methods A total of 8 870 students were
selected from secondary vocational schools in 5 cities in China through multistage cluster sampling. A
self-administered questionnaire was used to collect the information about students’ sensation seeking
(SS), parental monitoring (PM), perceived availability of drug (PAD), social benefit expectancies
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(SBE), refusal efficacy (RE) and social norms and IDU intention. Based on the TTI, the logistic
regression model was used to analyze the factors associated with IDU. Results Among the
intrapersonal stream of influence, the higher levels of SS was the risk factor associated with IDU
(OR=1.71,95%CI: 1.22-2.41, P<<0.01), medium RE level (OR=0.18, 95%CI: 0.14-0.23, P<<0.001)
and high RE level (OR=0.17, 95% CI: 0.13-0.22, P<<0.001) were the protective factors for IDU
intention. Among the interpersonal stream of influence, medium PM level (OR=0.46, 95%CI: 0.37-
0.56, P<<0.001) and high PM level (OR=0.33, 95% CI: 0.24-0.46, P<<0.001) were the protective
factors for IDU intention, perceived others’ drug use as well as perceived others’ approval of
substance use were risk factors for IDU intentions (P<<0.001); Among sociocultural environmental
stream of influence, perceived easy availability of drugs (OR=3.47, 95%CI: 2.69-4.48, P<<0.001) and
perceived SBE of drugs (OR=2.04, 95%CI: 1.69-2.46, P<<0.001) were risk factors for IDU intentions
(P<<0.001). Conclusions High levels of SS and SBE, perceived easier availability of substance,
perceived others’ substance use and perceived others’ approval of substance use positively predict the
students’ intention of IDU. IDU prevention education for adolescents should be focused on the above
factors, and parental supervision and students’ refuse skills should be improved.
[Key words] Drug; Theory of triadic influence; Adolescent
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