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[ Abstract] Objective To understand the awareness rate of mpox knowledge and related
factors among men who have sex with men (MSM) in China. Methods The survey was conducted
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among men aged =18 years who had sex with men in the past year, using the convenience sampling
method. The estimated sample size was 4 312. With the assistance of social organizations of MSM in
30 provinces in China, an online questionnaire survey was conducted using anonymous
self-designed questionnaires powered by www. wjx. cn during 10-14 August 2023 to collect
information on socio-demographic characteristics, awareness of mpox knowledge, travel history, and
sexual behaviors of the respondents. The software SAS 9.4 was used for statistical analysis. Results
There were 7 725 respondents, and the age of the respondents was (31.6+9.0) years. The results
revealed that the awareness rate of mpox knowledge was 50.1% (3 872/7 725). The main routes to
acquire mpox knowledge were mainly new media, including WeChat, Weibo, TikTok, and Blued
social software (88.4%, 6 827/7 725), while official media report was the most trusted way to
acquire related knowledge (79.3%,6 129/7 725). Multivariate logistic regression analysis revealed
that the factors indicated a higher awareness rate of mpox knowledge, including living in the
western region or the eastern region, people were over 26 years old in early adulthood and midlife,
college-educated or with higher degrees, living in towns or urban periphery, being in homosexual or
in bisexual relationships, 1-5 homosexual times/months in the past 3 months, knowing their HIV
infection status, paying attention to mpox knowledge very often, occasionally or rarely, and
convenient ways to acquire mpox knowledge from new media and social organizations.
Conclusions The awareness rate of mpox knowledge was low among MSM in China. Efforts should
be made to improve the awareness rate of mpox knowledge among those who are young, less
educated, or sexually active, with targeted health education via new media and social organizations.
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