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Abstract Objective  To study the practical survey method on estimating the size of male
homosexual population. Methods Nine male homosexual gathering spots were selected and three methods
as division method capture-mark-recapture method and multiplier method were applied in counting the
numbers of homosexual men in one city in Sichuan province. Results Number of counting through division
method was 877 and the three numbers through capture-mark-recapture method were 1 408 1 207 and
949 respectively. However appropriate data was not obtained by multiplier method. Conclusions Division
method was easy to operate with its high credibility but costly. Capture-mark-recapture method was less
costly less both in capital and time and the results could be testified to each other. Multiplier method
should be modified before applied to obtain reliable information.
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