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[ Abstract] Objective To explore the temporal and spatial distribution characteristics of
reported incidence of schizophrenia in Ningbo from 2018 to 2022 and to provide a scientific basis
for rational allocation of mental health resources and comprehensive prevention and treatment of
schizophrenia. Methods The reported incidence data of schizophrenia from 2018 to 2022 were
collected from Ningbo's mental health information management system, and the reported incidence
was calculated by township. The spatial correlation analysis and the spatiotemporal scan analysis
were used to study the spatiotemporal distribution of schizophrenia. Results The reported
incidence of schizophrenia decreased from 2018 to 2022, with 4 133 new cases reported, and the
annual average reported incidence was 9.76/100 000. Global and local spatial autocorrelation
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analysis showed positive spatial correlations and hot spots in 2018-2020. The space-time scan
analysis showed an incidence cluster in Donggiao Town, Haishu District, during 2018-2019. The RR
was 2.46, and the log-likelihood ratio was 256.89. Conclusions The reported incidence of
schizophrenia in Ningbo has obvious temporal and spatial aggregation, and the high incidence area
explored can provide clues for further research on the correlation between environmental factors
and the incidence of schizophrenia and has certain guiding significance for the rational allocation of

mental health resources in Ningbo.
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