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[FE) B DFFTITsRE RN T AphA X VIELS3 0 2 55 VIAT6SS2 LI RE 1% PE A TR 7541
Hil, F73E  RH Western Blot Kl 5TU B HF A= Bk L aphA Bk (AaphA) Fil aphA [IEME H VATESS2 ARk
PR i 28 85 2 11 (Hep) IR AW . R SEH ZE0 2 it PCR MUS 8 F-lux G 18 HER S
AGr U 26 B 0 AaphA Hh VEIT6SS2 4.0 5 [R5 FIRRT J BRI WA SR [ 155 B2 s hep (1ssD2) Rl ugrG (tss12) LA
SRR 4 F HapR (1 mRNA AAXT 23K A0S s Pl k. SR E SR A S0 25 6 I 2h 71 dEl
SE B 7E AphA 1E tssD2b J7 ) DX 9 U 12 25 5 6 5 2R T HL VKO A% 82 B8 I A (EMSA) i 5 AphA 5
hapRIG SN TS o R AaphA F 1ssB2  hep (1ssD2) wgrG (tss12) Fll hapR ) mRNA AH X} 32 3k & &
Hep %5 [ (93235 40 WA W) 8 8 T B2 bk . VAIT6SS2 A% .0 BE PR % L 1ssD2a  tss12a Fll hapR 1 5 3 F 3% M 7E
AaphA W5 = F WA KR T tssD2b Ji 8l 7 16 HEWAR F B AE R o essD2a Fl 1ssD2b 19 )5 8 F 1551 5347 '
7R=335 bp~—229 bp [X 22 FH# K, 7E tssD2b HIZ X IRAFAE 2 U TE AphA 25 5007 45, 4 Fo b A AR <7 07 a5
ATG 2l CGA, 1ssD2b Ji 2 T 1% P A W B A% . EMSA 45 5 /R, AphA 55 hapR JE 81 T B IS4 .
L5 AphA 7RG SRV AN hapR 192235 , 0] H: 2 55 %1 VIITOSS2 A% 0> 3k BR 75 0 B i B 81 7 1y 941
2, AphA X tssD2a Fl tssD2b S BUAH W B, AphA P B2 5 1ssD2b JA 8 F X (=335 bp~—229 bp)
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[ Abstract ] Objective To explore the regulation mechanism of the quorum sensing
regulator AphA on the functional activity of type VI secretion system VfIT6SS2 in Vibrio fluvialis.
Methods Western Blot analysis was used to detect the relative expression and secretion of
VIT6SS2 signature component hemolysin-coregulated protein (Hcp) in wild type (WT), AaphA, and
corresponding complementary strains. Quantitative reverse transcription PCR and luminescence
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activity assay of the promoter-/ux fusion system was used to measure the mRNA expression levels
and promoter activity of the VfIT6SS2 core and accessory gene-cluster representative genes tssB2,
hcp (tssD2) and vgrG (tssi2), and the quorum sensing regulator HapR in WT and AaphA strains. A
point mutation experiment combined with a luminescence activity assay was used to verify the
regulatory binding site of AphA in the tssD2b promoter region. Electrophoretic mobility shift assay
(EMSA) was used to determine AphA binding to the hapR promoter. Results The mRNA expression
levels of tssB2, hcp(tssD2), vgrG (tssI2), and hapR as well as the protein expression and secretion
levels of Hcp in AaphA strain, were significantly higher than those in the WT strain. The promoter
activities of the VIT6SS2 core cluster, tssD2a, tssl2a, and hapR were higher in AaphA strain than in
the WT strain, while the promoter activity of tssD2b showed the opposite trend. The promoter
sequence analysis of tssD2a and tssD2b found significant differences in the region from -335 bp to
-229 bp, and two potential AphA binding sites on tssD2b. The promoter activity of tssD2b decreased
significantly after the point mutation of the two potential AphA binding sites. EMSA results showed
that AphA binds directly to the promoter region of hapR. Conclusions AphA indirectly inhibits the
regulation of the VfIT6SS2 core and accessory gene clusters at the promoter level by directly
repressing the expression of hapR. AphA showed opposite regulation patterns for tssD2a and tssD2b,
and AphA could positively regulate the expression of tssD2b by directly binding to the tssD2b
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promoter region (=335 bp to =229 bp).
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ViqR™ 15 £ 8 & W 1 IHF™ 48 5 1 ) 0 458
VIAT6SS2 A3k .
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VR VITOSS2 1 AN o ASBIF 53 38 3o 46 I B 2
PR A aphA Bk (AaphA ) o T6SS Bk P 2H 14 Hep
B TR RN 52 I VAIT6SS2 A% 0 5 PR A FI K I8
I R AR R IE A 1ssB2 L hep (1ssD2) F vgrG (1ss12) LA
R REAARIZN 45T HapR A9 mRNA AR 1k DL
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1. BRR TR R R 35 45 44 - T 9IREE 85003 7E
PP AR b, R B A T SMI0Apir VE 3245 15 ks D%
if 26 1k KD FORL pMal-c2x, [ 2% 5k pWMO1, ¥
e Bk pBBRIus , 8 F R 3A BURL pET28a(+) , ¥
A FORE pVAITOSS2-lux | ptssD2a-lux | ptssD2b-lux Fl
pissI2a-lux , LA _FRBRATORE Y th A TS 28 (R A7 s R
i 52 75 T B2 25 41 i Top 10 11 BL21 (DE3) g [
FE AL B 22 A R A BR A Rl . A SE 56
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T 9K B 44 75 & A 2% NaCl 9 LB 85 35 3 vh 30 C85
I8, K W7 545 1% NaCl ) LB 85 37 3
37 CHMIES R, BRITHEIN AR AN THER (K
WeRE N 100 wg/ml) HEFE R (LR E K 100 pg/ml)

2. FEAUERAH] B K LightCycle 96 5L %¢
JtE it PCRAY (B 1= % [C/A ] ) |, Bio-Tecan 73 6t
FETTH (B HA] TECAN A 7)), BCA™ 5 1 o s ) 3471
& F SuperSeript™ T 5z % 107 &5 (6 E FEERE R
BHE AT, [R5 4 TosE v bR & Ch E db e 4
K& EWAT) , Hep £ e BEPL AR ML TE (h FE 2L
TRV R AT, Crp HTAA (3£ [H BioLegend
75 w)) , His-Bind® 4l £k 3258 & (%% /K =% Novegen 24
] ) Western Blot Chemiluminescence HRP Substrate .
TB Green® Premix Ex Taq™ II 1R il 14 4 U1 il ( H
A TaKaRa A F)) , 5143 i rp WL R E YR
NGRSy

3. DA RRAL HE R FIAS I .

(1) AaphA FIHE 3L - LU AR R SE DR 2 AR,
519 %t aphA-F1-F-Sac 1 laphA-F1-R Fl aphA-F2-F-
Xho 1 laphA-F2-R 73 5|9 34 aphA FER B I R iE R
B, 2 Bk (25 1 it #5647 PCROV HPFE — 2, fiff
FH )5 B 21 T s v iR & KR B R B B T B
ZJFORL pWMO Y Sac 1 /Xho 1 7 5., B3 = W1 A
JEAZ AN Top 10, PCR 47" 14 45 o i e BH M w2, 4
HUBORL AT I 5 3815 pWM-AaphA . 430 )5 1F 8 1)
HAH R TR A SM10Apir, 5 5B MR AT S
RS R N R 2 PRI RS, I
FETCER ) 10% HEAE LB AR 1 22 “CH5 57 48 h, B
o R AR R P S/ N H BRI F
B, P X 22 T B 2% BUR 4% 2 2K T 24 1) s b
+, RHE % PCR A3 5541E AaphA

(2) aphA [FAME A L : S 190 %F aphA-Nde T -
FlaphA-Xba 1 -RY 14 aphA £ K 1 58 B gty 3 571, 4
TREEY) G , 5B T 335 R, pMal-c2x 1, 345 [0 b
JFRE pMal-aphA o K [UAN SORL % A6 1E SM10A pir, 18
AN AaphA 345 aphA [FIAME . L pMal-c2x
78 OB SR N AaphA VE N B X RE

(3) Hep (2235 J 53 Wb « 444 32 0 355 35 1 8 Ak
AaphA Tl aphA [PV RME 5582 (1:100) 2 H 5 LB 15 5%
Frb 30 “CHR % (220 rpm) 5555 2 A, 2074 0.20, 0
R FIE W (15 ml/A) FIA R TTEY) (4 ml/AE) o
YT LI ADITE AR A TS ROSGR[11-121],
it FH BCA™ 25 1 S5 RG: 04X 791 6 0 2 46 1 ik B, fof
F Hep HUAF Crp Bt (12) 31T Western Blot 43#7 .

4. B s oK F BRI -

(1)RNA 2 BURSER 27632 i PCR(qRT-PCR) :
W 1 85 57 1 HF AR VRN AaphA 535 (1:100) 258 fif
LB B SRk rh, 30 ‘CHR 7 i 9% 245 € RO AR, B
> WO T BE | 2 B SRR [ 25 ] TRzl 35 42 HUS
RNA 33547 ¢cDNA 894 5, 18 F TB Green® Premix
Ex Taq™ Il #17 qRT-PCR. 5| ¥ 4 Fx X JF 1) WL
1o RIEAT R S B RNA FE R B X B recA
VERN SN . AHXSF IR g =20 I0Rimaa naim

(2) J& 3l ¥ Rill& ¥ 6 BRI A8 2 - >R ] PCR 43
GNP tssD2a  ptssD2b J7 31 X mye F BEAl hapR )5
ST EA, Y aide)E s BRI & A TR sh TRy
S BokE pBBRIua H, A5 2H 5T A prssD2amyc-
lux .ptssD2bmyc-lux Fl phapR-lux. 8 PCR X tssD2b
PEAT 5 A5 9878 5 A 3 T 21 SR pessD2bmu 1 -lux F11
ptssD2bmu2-lux , 3 L6 FURLAE T Y AphA 45 G 37 A5
S 3R R

(3) i B i PRI < 8 S A7 R 3 T RSO
JBRE 1) 907 ST R D T 6 LB 85 3% B v 30 CHIR
125 (220 rpm) 1595 21 5 1) — e 12 (1: 100) 208
fif (1) LB K5 7% 3k, B 9% | BUE K R L
(1:1.000) 2t (19 LB 55573 H 46 A (200 pl/AL)
96 fL 2 {2 55 3 M, 1l FH Bio-Tecan 436 T T4
JINEH ARG A £ L YA Y6 AE ( Luminescence , Lux) Fll Ay, , P
Lux/A g, S BSE B 515 L

5. HH SR MIEIES G -

(1) AphA T R IR FNAEAL . 471G aphA BT
1 SERE i F 81, H-AE BamH 1 /Hind AL 15, i 5]
T M % 3k UKL pET28a H DL 7= A Ik R
pETaphA . H5 A4 FIk FORL pETaphA 1)K 354
BL21(DE3)7E 37 "C T &7 35 5% 2 A4, 0.40~0.60, 7%
TS FE-B-D-H AR 2 FUBE T 229K 0.50 mmol/L
T22 CE T . AR R R By BB (SR AN
ok N IR 2lifk 6xHis 25 ) AphA ZE 1. Fik
JRERE SR AE 4 °CTR AR AR AR B TR % b VR
Fiffe,20 817 g B5.0> 30 min 1 245 AphA 1 .

(2) WL UK T % A AL #8 I 2 (EMSA) = DL RE
phapR-lux AR, & 51 W% hapR-FlhapR-R ™1
hapR-pro [ - B o TE I W 2% M1 (1 mmol/L MgCl,,
0.50 mmol/LL. EDTA, 0.50 mmol/LL. DTT, 50 mmol/L
NaCl H1 10 mmol/L Tris-HC1, pH 7.50) H1, 20 ng i)
hapR-pro DNA JBZ, 100 ng BSA, 100 ng dI-dC F14{i
L AphA IR G 7620 WK R b, = iR IE &
30 min, ZMICHK[26 1, 15 6% AR AL I 5 N A e g
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7B FFHI(5'~3")
B R A
aphA-F1-F-Sac 1 CACTAAAGGGAACAAAAGCTGGAGCTCGCCGTTCTTCTCGACCCG
aphA-F1-R TCCCTTTTTTCTGTTTATGACATGTCTTCAATCCAAATGG
aphA-F2-F-Xho | CGAATTGGGTACCGGGCCCCCCCTCGAGCAATACCGCCTCGATGCC
aphA-F2-R TGGATTGAAGACATGTCATAAACAGAAAAAAGGGATGATGC
[ ) 7
aphA-Nde 1 -F CACTTCACCAACAAGGACCATAGCATATGTCATTACCACACGTTATCC
aphA-Xba T -R GTCGCTGAACTGGACGCCATGGCGCACCACCACCACCACCACTAATCTAGA
qRT-PCR
15sB2-qPCR-F* TCAGAAGAGACGCCAGTAGAAGAG
1ssB2-qPCR-R* CTTCACCCAGTTTGTTCTTCACTG
hep-qPCR-F* TCGGCGATTCATTCGTT
hep-qPCR-R CAGTTCAACCGTCGTCATCT

vgrG-qPCR-F”
vgrG-qPCR-R"
hapR-qPCR-F
hapR-qPCR-R
recA-qPCR-F*
recA-qPCR-R*
23K TR

aphA-BamH 1 -F
aphA-Hind T -R

GCATCTTCCAACTCAACAC
GTACACCAGCCCTTCTTC
CTGTCGCCACCGTGTTCAAC
GGCAATCTTCATTGGCCAGC
ACCGAGTCAACGACGATAAC
TGATGAACTGCTGGTGTCTC

GCAAATGGGTCGCGGATCCATGTCATTACCACAC
CTCGAGTGCGGCCGCAAGCTTTTACGCCATGGCGTCCAG

AT GV LR A
plux-tssD2 myc-Sac | -F
plux-tssD2-BamH | -R
plux-tssD2b-Sac 1 -F

CTCACTATAGGGCGAATTGGAGCTCCCTTGCCCGACAAGCAAG
CCATTTTGCGGCCGCAACTAGAGGATCCGAGTTTGACCTTCGATAGAG
ACGACTCACTATAGGGCGAATTGGAGCTCGTGCCACCTTTGGCTACGTT

tssD2b-mul-F

GTTTATCGACTGACGAACTCATTAGCCTG

tssD2b-mul-R CAGGCTAATGAGTTCGTCAGTCGATAAAC
tssD2b-mu2-F GCCCGATTTTACACGATAAATCGGGCTTTTTTG
tssD2b-mu2-R CAAAAAAGCCCGATTTATCGTGTAAAATCGGGC
plux-hapR-Sac 1 -F CGGAGCTCGTAGTGCTCAGTGATCTGCTG
plux-hapR-BamH 1 -R CGGGATCCGATATCCGCATGACCACCAC

EMSA 5%
hapR-F GACTCACTATAGGGCGAATTGG
hapR-R TTGCCATCCATTTTGCGGC

T ORTE T SCHR L 11T AT SChik[ 13 15 A AT T EMSA - iR KT RS R A RS I 72

EEE Loy, il A% TR Y Bt Gel-Red Y2 o n] M40 2
A1 DNA J BEi 456 o

6. GLil2£43Hr - R H qRT-PCR A I A1) 3+
TR, Y38 3 A A A, SR AR LG AL
i} ¢ #:55; , F GraphPad Prism 8 344 I #E47 4011
22T, DL P<0.05 M2 AT G248 L

# =X

1. AS[R) 40 A A B R aphA mRNA 253 Hr

F1 AphA XF Hep 2235 43 W B 52 M « R FH qRT-PCR £
TP A BRAE A, 0.15~0.75 Z Al A ] A= KRBT
aphA mRNA [ #H X} & 35 1 LUHA 2 AphA [ 2235 7K
-, 85 5 B R aphA B mRNA AH X 2638 1 Bl A, 380
M. Agy=0.15FF, aphA mRNA FRAIXT 363k B d
15 3 A g =0.75 I, aphA mRNA FYHE X ek AR H A% .
VU 1, FET SR A, AphA (1 5 ik K16 LCD
R FETATHIAIIESE , T6SS2 78 HCD RS ik G
Phdg g™ IR, P B A,,=0.20 AY 20 i A KR ZS
1T S ot .
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Western Blot 45 % i 7~ , AaphA 135 5 ULHE H
Y Hep HYZRINFN 4305 41 W) 1 o 1 7 A ik s 2 AL
#MJEURE pMal-aphA 153 %35 )5 , Hep Y8R F KR
B A BROK P i 45 B4 7R AphA $| Hep 193
ik, W,
2. AphA TEH5 /K45 VAIT6SS2 A% O Jk
fE F R JE B PR R Gk 2 Oh 43 B AphA Xt
VAT6SS2 1Y 4 4% AL il , R H qRT-PCR 45 il
VAT6SS2 #% 0> 3 [K F% 1ssB2 F1 [ J& 3 7% hep
(tssD2) F1vgrG (tssI2) ) mRNA X £ ik . 58
A Bk A LG, AaphA i 1ssB2 (1=5.69, P=0.005) . hep
(tssD2) (1=24.10,P<0.001) FlvgrG(ss12) (1=9.08 , P<
0.001) ) mRNA AHX Rk B by . DLIAT 2.
VAIT6SS2 77, tssD2a . tssD2b Fl tss2a 15 B A= £
TR B I AR S i — 2P B
AphA XF VAT6SS2 4.0 3 [H %Hﬁﬁ}%ﬁl ki
IO B FE kR W5 VATESS2 A% 0 JE M 7% | [ ik
K3 tssD2a . tssD2b Fll tssI2a [0 5 o F Fil-6 18 6 ik
pVHT6SS2-lux , ptssD2a-lux \ptssD2b-lux Fl ptssI2a-lux

P<0.001

I P<0.00I 1
0.400 P<0.001

P< 0,001

0.15 0.20 0.30 050 0.75

600

& v&

e

TN AaphA W o G5 R BN SEF AR L,
AaphA W VAT6SS2 # 0> 3 [ # (1=6.30, P=0.003) .
W )& JE DX #% 1ssD2a (1=7.46, P=0.002) Fl 1ssI2a (1=
5.88,P=0.004) ()t s TG PE B FH 57, tssD2b [ B
TI5 PRI SR B (1=35.88, P<0.001) . WK 3. 42
7 AphA 7E J3 811 7K S0 ) VATESS2 4% 0 3 K
FI R g B R tssD2a Fl tssl2a W 5% 555, 156005 Bt e 2
tssD2b FHG 55

3. AphA X [t J& FE ] 1ssD2a F1 tssD2b f) mye [X.
(=228 bp & & 4R %W+ ) 5 2h 16 Pk 0 52 e« XF
tssD2a Fl 1ssD2b Jii 3l 1 X (=335 bp ZEE {1 1)
53 BT S, N -228 bp 2 if % 85 - 1 )7 S A
4 bp B2 5 5 1M -335 bp~—229 bp Y 107 bp 5 %1 [
TEPE HA 26% . DL 4. # mye X G 3hF RGO
45 BORE prssD2amyc-lux Fl ptssD2bmyc-lux 53 1) %
AN BFERRF AaphA o 5 R TR, AaphA T issD2a (1=
4.29,P=0.013) Fl tssD2b (1=6.27,, P=0.003 ) myc [X
S FIE S S TR A WLE 4, 878 AphA Xf
tssD2a Fl tssD2b i myc X (-228 bp 2L i 2 5% +)

& @

& @‘b
RO SR AN
Ul @ @

ULE R

L WT: B ARk AaphA : Bl ik ; AaphA/pMal-c2x : aphA [P FME B XS B 5 AaphA/pMal-aphA : aphA [FI%ME
B A A R AERARZS T aphA 1 mRNA AR 35 18 Al aphA Xt VIT6SS2 Hep 8 H #1870 K- (451

tssB2 hep (tssD2)

vgrG (tssl2)

1500 0.060 _P<0001__ 0015 o
P=0.005 <
% 1 000 % 0.040 4} 0.010
P |
& 'Ri
;% 0.500 % 0.020 = o 005
0.000 0.000 0.000

WT AaphA
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° 50.000 © 800 P=0.004
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4. AphA XF it FE A ssD2b i3 35 11X (=335 bp~
-229 bp) Ji 2 F 1% P A5 <t F AphA ZE 3 3 5K
PR AV FLIER 1) 3 90 ) s i ik 93% , Rl ik 2%
AphA 7E 22 FLYN G A 4 38 (4 3% 56 “TATGCA-
N,~TNCNNA "%} tssD2a Fl tssD2b (1 & 3 X 55
H1) 22 5 55 K 107 bp (=335 bp~-229 bp) #E47 5>
Bro, 45 B R, 7E tssD2b J5 8 1 X 4 -335 bp~
-229 bp H A 2 N IETE AphA 25417 5 (B 4) 4% 1
HRLRSF AL 5 ATG (ZL0) Br el CGA M i 30 1
A V8 6 BRL prssD2bmul -lux F1 ptssD2bmu2-lux
U/ \NE L ST 7 S AN = o e Rk et 2o S T 7
557 A bR A essD2b R 3 F 0 MR A B, R S
tssD2bmul (1=22.94, P<0.001) F1 tssD2bmu2 (i=
11.61,P<0.001) B 5 s FIE PR T RE. WK 5, 4&
7 AphA 7E tssD2b Ji3 3l ¥ X 1) =335 bp~-229 bp 17
TE 2T LS 407 15, AphA W] BE 1935 5 33 2 M
LEOZ 5 s D2b Y 1E [0 RS .

5. AphA TEFE IR AN hapR 235 < A
1l AphA XJ VAIT6SS2 11145 J& A Ui T hapR , %I HBF
HE BRI AaphA H hapR 1)) mRNA FH X 238 & 17K
M, I H4) ## phapR-lux FUKL , 5 A BF A Bk A1 AaphA
o, Xt hapR J 2 F UG PEREAT RN . S5 R UK,
AaphA ' hapR ) mRNA #H X} 36 ik i (1=7.24, P=

0.002) FlJ5 3 735 P (1=37.65, P<0.001) ¥ = T~ BF
Ak, WK 6. 378 AphA 165 5K EIMH] hapR
335 . 7E hapR i 8 F 77 5 W0 £ 1 4~ AphA &5
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