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ABSTRACT

In 1979—1980, 132 samples of throat swab and/
or cloacal swab were collected from 371 locally rai-
sed ducks in the suburbs of Guangzhou ( canton) . Ei-

ght strains of influenza A virus were isolated and
the prevalence rate was 6.1%.After identification
by haemagglutination—inhibition and neuraminidase
—inhibition tests, the surface antigen combinatjons
of the 8 strains could be djvided into five types,

namelv, Hav6Nav4, Hav7 Neq2, Hav6Nav5,Hav6Nav6,
Hav8N2, the last being a new tyPe never rePorted
before.The haemacglutinins of the 8 strains could be
divided into three subtypes : Hav6, lHav7, Havs,

and their neuraminijdases could be djvided into fjve
subtypes t Navd, Nav5, Nav6, Neq2, N2, The above
results showed that the ducks in Guangzhou suburbs
may be an important natural host of human influ-
enza A virus,These findings are of considerable im-
portance and significance in tracing the origin of

a new subtype of human influenza virus and in its
control,
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