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norma] saline and 35 cells per m] in stool suspension
respectively by direct DNA-DNA in situ hybridiza-
tion on the nitrocellose filters, The operation of the
- LT gene-probe is quite simple and cheap comparai-
ng with routine stool culture method, The effective
period of the probe may last for 45-60 days and so
makes it suitable for screening large numbers of
sample during epidemiological survey,Therefore,the
LT gene-probe will provide a useful tool for further
epidemiological studying of the ETEC,
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