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An Epidemiological Study on Prevalence
and Risk Factors of Hepatitis B Virus
( HBV ) Infection in Preschoel Children
Huang Minjun, et al., Deparitment of
Epidemiology, School of Public Health
Shanghai Medical University

A seroepidemiological survey was carried
out in 5 kindergartens in Shanghai to determine
the prevalence and risk factors of HBV in-
fection in 520 preschool children, aged 2~6,
Blood specimens were taken from all children
and tested for HBsAg,anti-HBs and anti-HBc.
The parents were inquired about exposure of
the children to 24 possible risk factors, the
data were analysed by Mantel-Haenzel's chi-
square and Mantel extension chi-square,

The prevalence of HBV markers was 21.73%
(8.08% positive for HBsAg) ., It increased
with age, There was no relationship between
the presence of HBV markers and sex, I

HBsAg, especially HBeAg positive rate, in
mothers was an important risk factor for chil-
dren, The HBV prevalence was significantly
higher for the children who had family wnembers
with a history of clinical Hepatitis, A two-
fold R, R for premastication of food fed to the
children had been demonstrated, This habit

seemed to be a possible important risk factor

in the family transmission of HBV,
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