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Study on the Medium (BALM) for Isola-
tion of Legionella Pneumophila Siu Quan®*,et

al., Jiangsu Provincial Sanitary and Anti-
L pidemic Station, Nanjing

L.pneumophila was apparently using blue
algae ( cyanobacteria ) extracellular products as
carbon and energy sources for its proliferation.
Based on this observation, a medium ( BALM )
in which all chemicals and reagents were made
in China for isolation of L.pneumophia was
developed. The recoveries of L.pneumophia se—
rogroups I and 6 standard strains from contami-
nated air-conditional water and infected guin-a
pig spleens were evaluated by using two cul-
ture media;, BALM and BCYE ( buffered char-
coal veast extract agar) .Recoveries of stan-
dard strains of L.pneumophila serogroup ! were
similar on both media, while those of L.pneu~
mophila serogroup 6 were more efficient on
BALM than on BCYE. In the process of isola-
tion of L.pneumophila NANIJ-1 strain, which
was obtained from the material of tracheal
lavage of a pneumonic patient in one of hospi-
tals in Nanjing City,the recovery of this strain
was also more efficient on BALM than on
BCYE and other common used media. The re-
sults suggested that the use of BALM medium
in place of BCYE may improve the recover of
L.pneumophia from clinical and environmental
specimens.

Legionella pneumophila
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