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Detection of Rickettsia tsutsugamushi
DNA from Chiggers by Polymerase Chain
Reaction Chen Tiansheng,et al.,Guang-
dong Provincial Institute of Epidemic
Prevention and Conirol,

Guangzhou 510300

Diseases

Polymerase chain reaction was employed
to detect Rickettsia tsutsugamushi DNA from
chiggers for the first time. Both adults and

larvae were tested. The positive rate of expe-
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rimentally infected adults was 92.9%. It sug-
gests that PCR is a rapid and sensitive assay

for epidemiological study of scrub typhus.

Key words Polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) Rickettsia tsutsugamushi Leptotrombi-

dium deliense
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