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Current status and distribution of deafness in the elderly in several cities in China YU PulinE~HUANG
WeiningE~ZHENG HongE£-et al. The Institute of GeriatricsE-Beijing HospitalE~Beijing 100730£-~China

i%Abstracti, Objective To survey the current status and distribution of deafness and its effect on daily life
activities in the old population. Methods Eight thousand two hundred and fifty-two elderly aged 60 years and
above in the urban and rural areas of BeijingE~Shanghaif-Guangzhouf-Chengduf~Xij an and Shenyang were
investigatedEusing a clustered random sampling methods. Results Overall crude prevalence of deafness in the
elderly was found to be 33.7%ZE-but the self-reported crude prevalence was lowEonly 47.1% when shown by
medical examination. Crude prevalence rates were increasing with ageingE~with 21.6%£-30.0%£35.6%£~
42.6%£55.5% and 61.6% respectivells P < 0.01£Cin the age groups of 60 — £-65 — £570 — £575 — £-80 — £-85
— years old. Rate of deafness was highest in Beijing 58.5% £8-among the in-house worker£ '48.9%£Cand the
lowest in scientistsE-teacher and health workersE "28.5%£0 Logistic regression analysis showed that the crude
prevalence was related to ageingE-profession and aref£” P respective < 0.01£0 Conclusion The prevalence of
deafness was high in the elderly which increased with ageing with different areasE-professions and the level of
education. It was lower when self-reported than shown by medical examination. Prevention and treatment of
deafness in the elderly should be strengthened.
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