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An epidemiological study on the index cases of severe acute respiratory syndrome occurred in different
cities among Guangdong province HE Jian feng, PENG Gouwen, ZHENG Huizhen, LUO Hui-ming,
LIANG Wen7jia, LI Ling~hui» GUO Runing, DENG Zhuo~hui- Center for Disease Control and
Prevention of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou 510300, China

[Abstract] Objective To analyze the epidemiological features of the index cases of severe acute
respiratory syndrome (SARS) occurred in different cities in Guangdong province and to trace for the source
of infection- Methods Standardized individual case inventory was adopted to conduct investigation on
index cases and on persons who had close contact with index cases in Guangdong province- Data on the
epidemiological characteristics, secondary cases and the links among index cases were analyzed- Results
Between November 16,2002 and April 16,2003, there had been 13 index cases of SARS including 3 cadres.
3 farmers. 2 retirees. 2 workers and 1 shop attendant, reported from 13 cities in Guangdong province-
Between November 2002 and January 2003, there had been 7 cities reported to have identified index cases of
SARS with 6 of them being infected in their own cities and 1 imported from Guangzhou city- All of the
cases had no close contacts to similar patients but 6 of them later caused Znd or even 3rd generation cases of
SARS. Most cases hit young people (7/13) with a sex ratio of 1:0.6. The fatality rate of index cases was
high (4/13)~ Conclusion No evidence showed that there was direct transmission among the index cases-
Data regarding the geographical origin of those index cases led to the assumption that the infection had
started in six cities of Pearl river delta region and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region-
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1 WHO- Update 31-Coronavirus never before seen in humans is the cause of
SARS. Hitp://www - who- int/csr/ sarsarchive/ 2003-04-16/en/
(W A 3. 2003-04-25)
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