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Study on the timeliness of the notifiable communicable diseases surveillance system in Fujian province,
China, 2004 HONG Rong-tao, OU Jian-ming , ZHANG Can-ming, HUANG Wen-long , XIE Zhong-
hang, JIANG Ai-min, XU Long-shan . Fujian Provincial Center for Disease Control and Prevention ,
Fuzhou 350001, China

[ Abstract ] Objective  To understand the timeliness of the notifiable communicable diseases
surveillance system in Fujian province. Methods Database from the internet based communicable diseases
reporting system was used. Results The 50" percentile of time between the disease diagnosed and report
recorded in medical faculties was 1 day in 2004 which was 6 days less than that in 2001 — 2003. The
timeliness rate of 0 day was 46.46% ,a 2.7 times over that in 2001 — 2003. The timeliness of notifiable
communicable diseases surveillance system in different administrative areas, reporting units and on different
diseases was significantly different. Time between the disease diagnosed and report recorded was the
shortest in those cases reported by hospitals and traditional Chinese medicine( TCM) hospitals at the county
level and above, with 50" percentile as 0 day, but the timeliness rate of 0 day was 50.76% with 70.04% of
the cases were reported from hospitals and TCM hospitals of county level and above. Length between the
disease diagnosed and reported was the longest in those cases recorded by Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention(CDCs) with the 50th percentile as 3 days. The source of cases recorded by CDCs came from
hospitals at the township level, where there was no connection to internet but the reporting cards had to be
sent to local CDCs. Time between the disease being diagnosed and reported was 2 days in those cases
reported by hospitals at the township level. 21.21% of cases were recorded by hospitals of township level
and CDCs. The 50™ percentile of time shown between the reported records and confirmed by CDCs was 4
hours. The 24 hour timeliness rate was 63.65%. Conclusion The timeliness of the notifiable
communicable diseases surveillance system had been improved significantly after the medical personnel
recording the cases directly through internet. Timeliness could be further improved through access to
internet at the hospitals of township level, training of staff and better hospital management systems.
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