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An epidemiological survey on obstetric emergency and relative complications in Guangdong province
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[Abstract] Objective To understand the epidemiological status on obstetric emergency and relative
complications in Guangdong province and to analyse the risk factors of pregnancy-induced hypertension
(PIH) syndrome and postpartum haemorrhage in order to provide scientific evidences to set up further
preventive strategy for decreasing the rate of maternal mortality. Methods Screening and a case-control
study were adopted. Data on screening was registered in the township and secondary hospitals throughout
the province and submitted upgradedly. Case-control study was conducted by extracting information from
medical record including all of PIH and postpartum haemorrhage in-patients in two different ranking
maternal and child health hospitals in 2001 and 2002. Results Most of the emergency of obstetrics and
relative complications were postpartum haemorrhage (48.22% ) and pregnancy induced hypertension (PIH,
43.76% ) in 2001 and 2002, and totally accounted for more than 90% of the patients. There were
different prevalence rates on obstetric emergencies and complications in the different economic areas ( P<
0.001) with higher level of economic development areas having higher rates of prevalence. Less gravidity,
abnormal felt in later pregnant week, obstetrics complication history, and with internal diseases during
pregnant time were the risk factors on PIH. More parity, longer placent, placental delivery by hand,
placental retention were the major risk factors on postpartum haemorrhage while living in plain area,
delivery through vagina, earlier sucking by neonate were protective factors on postpartum haemorrhage.
Conclusion The ability of treating emergency of obstetrics in Guangdong province should be improved,
and especially to primary medical establishment and poor areas. The preventive measures on PIH and
postpartum haemorrhage should be strengthened, and the preventive measures should aim at risk factors.

[Key words] Pregnancy-induced hypertension; Postpartum haemorrhage; Emergency of obstetrics;
Epidemiology
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