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[Abstract] Objective To understand the distribution of population viral load (PVL) data in
HIV infected men who have sex with men (MSM)), fit distribution function and explore the appropriate
estimating parameter of PVL. Methods The detection limit of viral load (VL) was < 50 copies/
ml. Box-Cox transformation and normal distribution tests were used to describe the general
distribution characteristics of the original and transformed data of PVL, then the stable distribution
function was fitted with test of goodness of fit. Results The original PVL data fitted a skewed
distribution with the variation coefficient of 622.24% , and had a multimodal distribution after
Box-Cox transformation with optimal parameter (A) of —0.11. The distribution of PVL data over the
detection limit was skewed and heavy tailed when transformed by Box-Cox with optimal A =0. By
fitting the distribution function of the transformed data over the detection limit, it matched the stable
distribution (SD) function («=1.70, 3=-1.00, y =0.78, § =4.03). Conclusions The original PVL
data had some censored data below the detection limit, and the data over the detection limit had
abnormal distribution with large degree of variation. When proportion of the censored data was large,
it was inappropriate to use half-value of detection limit to replace the censored ones. The
log-transformed data over the detection limit fitted the SD. The median (M) and inter-quartile ranger
(IQR) of log-transformed data can be used to describe the centralized tendency and dispersion
tendency of the data over the detection limit.
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