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[ Abstract] Respondent-driven sampling (RDS) is a method of sampling specifically for
hidden populations, often applied to transgender women, female sex workers, men who have sex
with men, and other groups that are difficult to identify and contact because of stigma and legal
constraints. However, this method is gradually applied to the general population. With the
continuous improvement of RDS, studies find that the network size of RDS samples can be weighted
to estimate the overall situation and population size. This article summarizes the current application
progress of RDS in population size estimation and provides ideas for the development of RDS and

the use of RDS to carry out relevant research.
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